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T; a moment, when the Liberty and Inde- 
pendenee of our country are threatened by the 
lawleſs ambition of a nation, with whom we were 
lately in the ſtricteſt amity—and when, to effect 
its purpoſes, that nation, grown old in the arts of 
intrigue, is ſeeking to undermine and ſap the vi- 

| tals of our riſing Republic ; it becomes the duty, 

| and is ſurely the intereſt of every American, to at- 
tend the loud call of gp od A lat avert. 


* e eg 
| Vantovs are Bs 9 aw by our 


| enemies, whoſe faithful agents are inceſſantly at 
the government of their choice, to ſow deadly di- . 
viſions among us, and to flatter us into a falſe ſe- * 
curity, more dangerous and fatal to our national 
„3 et 2 | 
: To Aldi their hidden and dangerous de- 
* ſigns, to tear off the veil of hypocriſy with which 
they ſeck to conceal the malignity of their hearts, 
| to 
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to warn us af our real Aa and teach us ; how ; 
to avoid it, is the taſk of the. Patriot and * 


F riend to his country. 


No ill-timed Clones ſhould and ſhelter in 


our breaſts, but we ſhould rely with a generous 


and manly confidence on thoſe, whoſe virtues and 
abilities have gained them our ſuffrages, and who, 
from their ſuperior means of e es. are en- 


titled to our i plieit belief. 


the pen of genius, few, if any, are better deſerv- 


ing an attentive and candid peruſal, than the 
Letter, contained in the following pages. —Al- 
though limited 1 in its object to the eſtabliſhing a 
definite point, it ſketches with a maſterly hand, 
the great outlines and enn de. which 
have marked the able and virtuous t of our 


Executive; it holds up to our view, in charac- 


ters too legible to be miſtaken, the undiſguiſed 
and open hoſtilities, as well as the more ſecret 


and inſidious deſigns of the F rench government, 
and points us to Unanimity, as the only ſure 
means of defence, and one on which we may rely 


4 * * 
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Auen the various voliticel TD : 
the critical ſtate of the times has called forth from 


a: 
. 


(1) 


— 
Taz ſeyle of this Letter, though elegant, i 19 
perfectly plain and intelligible, as the language of 
truth ought ever to be, it is at the ſame time man- 
ly, nervous and ſpirited, and breathes in every 


line, the ſentiment of an Independent American. | 


8 it, my Fellow Citizens carefully, 


5 impartially, and without prejudice—it is replete 


with truths which will ſtand the teſt of rigid en- 
quiry; it does not contain an aſſertion which 
cannot be verified, nor advance a theory which 
has not had the ſanction of practice. lt does not 
alarm you with unneceſſary fears, but ſhows you 
by the fatal example of others, what we in our 


turn have but too much reaſon to apprehend. 
Let it then rouſe within us that dignified ſpirit of 


reſiſtance to oppreſſion, under the influence of 


which we gained our Independence. Remem- 


ber, that to have continued colonies to Great- 
Britain, would not have been half ſo diſgraceful 
to us, as now to yield our ſovereignty, and bow 
to the yoke of France.—Our means of defence 
are increaſed tenfold fince the period when we 
declared, in the face of the world, that we would 
live free, or die. Liſten not to the vile agents of 
France, who are daily ſtriving to deſtroy your 


| confidence in the freeſt form of government and 


moſt 
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moſt virtuous adminiſtration, that wilt on earth, : „ 
[7 1 the Conſtitution be our rallying point—Let | 
| us imitate the firm and deciſive conduct of our ; 
' 4 Executive. In ſhort, let us unite, and the ſaine — 


I Providence which ſucceſsfully led us through 

1 5 our Revolution, will crown with like ſucceſs q 
= | © our future efforts, 1 in the cauſe of Freedom and 1 
| Independence. 
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ens of Roxbury, unger a 
magnitude of the ſubje& ; yet the vote of that re- 
 ſpeQable town had a claim upon my attention, 
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PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 30, 1798. 


71s. 


„ s favour of the 21ſt inſt. 
incloſing a vote of the town of Roxbury, upon the 


ſubject of permitting the armament of private veſ- 


ſels, was received by me on the 28th, too late to 


be preſented to the Houſe on that day, but on the 
next morning it was read and committed to a 


Committee of the Whole Houſe on the State of 


the Union. I thank you, Sir, and your colleagues 
of the Committee, for the honor done me by con- 


fiding to my care a petition, which it was proba» 


bly known would not comport with my own ſen- 
timents. Although I had long ſince formed an 


opinion different from that of my Fellow-Citi- 
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a due impreſhon of the 
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which induced me to review the courſe of my 

own reflections upon the ſubject, and to weigh the 

principal argument ſuggeſted in their memorial. 

It is ſtill my misfortune to diſſent from this intel- 
ligent portion of my conſtituents. My principal 

conſolation is derived from your remark, that the 
[ [- meeting was aſſembled at a very ſhort notice. 
The unanimity of the deciſion may therefore be 


? | pPoſſibly imputeſl to a fincere and laudable anxki- f. 
1 ety for Peace, rather than to a deliberate exami- 1 
; | nation of the arguments relating to the ſubject. 
: Without this preſumption, I ſhould Kill heſitate 
i to declare, that after much enquiry and reflection, 
i | | more perhaps than every individual at that meet- 


ing found time to beſtow upon the queſtion, I do 
believe it highly expedient and eſſential to the 


| | commercial intereſt of this country, that our mer- 
BY 
I | chants ſhould be a to arm their veſſels ; 


| or, in other words, that they ſhould not be re- 
5 ſtrained from fo doing by law, except perhaps i in | 
| Lb certain ſpecial caſes, | FE IO © 


5 e n a removing „ 
. | doubts from the minds of ſome of the inhabitants | 


ö 1 of Roxbury, induce me to ſubmit to their conſid- 
ii _ eration a ſketch of certain reaſons, which juſtifs 


this concluſion to my own mind, preceded 1 0 a 
8 of * facts. 
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Tux law of Nature and of Nations author- 


ie the right of carrying arms for ſelf defence, by' _ 
| ſea as well as by land, and no law of the United 
States has ever prohibited to our citizens the ex- 
erciſe of this right. In practice it ſeems to have 


been regulated by the meaſure of danger incident 


to navigation in different latitudes and ſeas, The 


private ſhips of all nations deſtined for the coaſt 
of Africa, or beyond the Cape of Good-Hope, gen- 


erally, if not always, carry guns, and the fame. 
practice obtains in the Mediterranean. The in- 


trigues of Mr. GEN ET, who, you well remember, 
came to this country with inſtructions to impli- 


cate us in a common cauſe with.the French Re- 
public, required all the vigilance of government 


to counteract them. He had ſcattered his eom- 


miſſions for the equipment of privateers through» 
out our ſeaports, and veſſels were daily armed 
and fitted out, to cruize againſt one of the bellig- 
_ erent powers. To defeat a ſtratagem evidently 


calculated to commit our neutrality, an act of 


Congrefs was paſſed in June, 1794, making it 
penal to fit out and arm any veſſel in our ports 


with an intention to cruize or commit hoſtilities againſt 
any of the potvers at peace with the United States; 
and in the month of July following, a circular 
order was ſent to the Collectors from the late 


Pazstpanr, i in which, among other things, it was 
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obſerved, * that the United States being a neu- 
tral nation, the veſſels of their citizens in moſt 
caſes do not require to be armed; the arming 
ſach veſſels therefore raiſes a preſumption that it 
is done with a hoſtile intent, and contrary to the 
prohibitions of the act of Congreſs. Some ſpecial 


| eaſes may indeed occur in which arming may 
de proper and neceſfary, but theſe caſes ought 


always to be examined and aſcertained, Ie they 
 Hhould cover collufions with the powers at war.” 
The colluſions here intended muſt have embra- 
ced principally the cafes of F rench privateers 
fitted out to cruize againſt the Britiſh—there be- 
ing at that time, but little inducement for the 


- Britiſh to fit out privateers againſt the French, as 


the navigation of the latter nation was then with- 


drawn from the ocean, excepting only a few veſs 


* of war and pri vateers, 


Arrzn the decrees of the French DireQory 
of July, 1796, and March, 1797, the depreda- 
tions of that nation upon our Commerce, which 
had never been entirely diſcontinued, encreaſed 
to a moſt alarming extent ; inſomuch that i it be- 
came highly dangerous to riſque a voyage to any 
part of the globe. TRE PRESIDENT adhering to 
the ſyſtem of his predeceſſor, ſtill thought fit to 


reſtrain the ſailing of armed veſſels not bound for 


the 


* 


1 — 


the Eaſt-Indies ; 3 Not, as het expreſſed. in his 
Speech to both Houſes at the laſt Seſſion of Con- 


greſs, from any doubts of the propriety of per- 


mitting our veſſels to employ means of defence 


while engaged in lawful commerce, but merely _ 


to prevent colluſion with the powers at war,” at 
the ſame time recommending to Congrels to pre- 


ſeribe ſuch regulations as would embrace both 


objects. For ſuch regulations, I then was, and 


ſtill am, an advocate, and have no doubt but 
that they may be ſo framed as to obviate the 


principal cauſe of apprehenſion aſſigned by the 
ton, which refers to Captains who are not citi- 
zens of the United States, Congreſs did not, 
however, think proper to interfere upon this oc- 
caſion. At the commencement of the late Seſſion, 


Tur PRESsIDENIT ſtill repeated and enforced his 
opinion of the neceſſity for this precautionary 


meaſure: Our loſſes by French captures then a- 


mounting to upwards of Hifteen millions of dollars. 


On the 26th of December, a bill was reported to 
the Houſe conformable to this view, limiting and 


reſtraining the right of arming to certain caſes, 


the conſideration of which has been poſtponed. 


The depredations on our trade ſtill encreaſed, 


and by a late decree of the DireQory are ſanc- 
tioned in another immenſe deſcription of caſes, 
| under circumſtances which demonſtrate an inten- 


tion 


F 
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4 ; tion to ovine to fill greater extremities and to 
N amikhilate our commerce. 3 4 


| 3 Tae Passio kur, convinced as he declares 
4 ä in public, that no hope remains of a favorable 


termination of our embaſſy to France, after hav- 

1 ing inſtructed our Commiſſioners to do all but 

| renounce our national Independence to preſerve 

: peace; and finding that an exceſs of caution to ( 
| . avoid giving offence produces no other fruit than 

| an aggravation of injury and inſult, has decided, 


with that wiſdom and prudence that diſtinguiſhes 
1. all his actions, no longer to take the reſponſibili- 
W tmr of reſtraining protective meaſures upon him: 5 / 
= ſelf; but by revoking the order to the Collectors ; 
| has placed the right of arming upon the broad ._ ; 
1 7 and original baſis of the law of Nature and Na- 
© tions. A reſolution has ſince been moved 1 in the - 
10 ö Houſe of Repreſentatives by thoſe who were op- 
poſed to take any meaſures on this ſubject, to re- 
firain the right of private armament by law to 
; = fuch caſes as have been heretofore preſcribed to 
9 © the Collectors. To ſuch a reſtraint I profeſs my- 
| felf to be oppoſed, believing that it would be 
MM | - highly injurious to our commerce, ruinous to our 
1 navigation, and conſequently to the landed inter- 
eſt, and that it would rather inflame than appeaſe 6 
the 15 of Violenge and thirſt of plunder which 
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actuate the preſent Dire eQory of the French Re- 


s 


Tux exports of the Commonwealth of Maſſa- 
chuſetts, for the laſt year, amounted to ſeven mil - 


lions and an half dollars; of which four mil 
lions and an half were the produce and manufac- | 
tures of our own country. Any ſtagnation of 


Commerce that ſhould totally impede the export- 
ation of this ſurplus would be equivalent to a di- 
rect tax upon the landed and manufacturing inter- 
eſts of the Commonwealth, of four millions and 


one half of dollars annually; and though a part 


of theſe may ſtill find their way to market in foreign 
| bottoms, and the French have not yet formally 


compriſed theſe articles.in their decrees ; yet, upon 
a moderate computation, one half ofthis produce 
and theſe manufaftures will remain on hand, un- 
leſs ſome ſafe mode of exportation can be found in 


our own bottoms; and this difference alone would 


amount 70 @ heavier land tax, than would proba- 
bly be neceſſary to carry on an open war. The 
profits ariſing from this exportation, to the claſs 
of exporters, eſtimated only at ten per cent. will 


amount to four hundred and fifty thouſand dol- 


lars per annum. In the ſame Commonwealth, 
the domeſtic tonnage, excluſive of veſſels employ- 
ed in the coaſting trade and fiſheries, is but little 
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ſhort of one INCL I ſeventy thouſand tons, which 
are worth three millions four hundred thouſand 


dollars, and give employ to ten thouſand ſeamen. 

The whole of this ſhipping becomes uſeleſs to 

the owners, unleſs protected from capture, and 
worſe than uſeleſs as it will be ſubject to hea- 
vy damages and charges. An immenſe number 
of Mechanics, in different branches, and of labor- 
ing poor who depend i upon the employment of 
this maritime capital, would be reduced to diſtreſs, 
and the fall of produce would not only operate 


as a direct tax upon land, but, as the revenue a- 


riſing from imports and tonnage would be defi- 
cient, the deficit muſt alſo be levied upon land. 
To this ſtate of things we are forcibly impelled 
by the conduct of France, which advances as we 


recede, which requites our caution and forbear- 


ance with renewed outrage, which plunders our 
veſſels on the ſeas, and waits only for a conveni- 


ent ſeaſon to follow them into our ports, and to 
ravage our coaſts. In a pecuniary view, let me 


aſk, could your fituation be worſe in time of open 


var? You, Sir, I am certain will agree with me 
that this commercial capital is not to be abandon- 


ed. The good people of Roxbury muſt alſo be 

ſenſible that to the circulation of this capital by 

means of foreign commerce, the augmentation of 

the value of their lands and produce, and the 
| flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing ſtate of their town are to be imputed. 
Indeed the vote of the town holds up an expecta- 
tion that Congreſs will deviſe ſome adequate 
means to protect our Commerce. Three modes 
of protection are all that occur to my imagina- 
tion—An Embargo, a Public Naval Armament, 
and an Armament of Private Veſſels. A general 
Embargo would not protect either our commerce 
or navigation, but deſtroy both, and produce the 
evils above enumerated in their full extent. A 
partial Embargo upon our own veſſels, while it 
puts an end to our navigation, would materially: 
affect our commerce, and all that remains would 
be carried on by the belligerent nations or by neu- 
trals, under great additional charges and expenſes. 
France, one of the belligerent nations, would be 
thus deprivedof our commerce in American bot- 
toms, and has no ſhips of her own engaged in 
trade. Great-Britain, on the contrary, having 
many ſhips, would derive an immenſe benefit 
from becoming our carriers. Her trade would 
be encreaſed, and thus the only obſtacle on the 
part of France to declaring war againſt us; which 
is her want of our Commerce, would be removed, 
as her enemy would monopolize the vrhole of that 
benefit, excepting that part which might ſtill be 
carried on by neutrals. Could you, Sir, as an 
American, ſit n and fee the ſhips of Great. 
LY 1 Britain, 


(8s) 


Britain, or from Sweeden, Denmark or the Hans 

Tewns, riding triumphantly in our ports, and by 
means of a few guns enjoying the whole carrying 
trade of the country, while our own ſhips would 


be lying in the doeks, a prey to worms, and their 


owners and builders idle in our ſtreets, a prey to 


that devouring canker which feeds upon the heart 


ſtrings! I will not believe that you are willing to 


nt to this 1 Race | 


K PUBLIC naval armament is in reſet hs | 


| moſt natural, ſafe, and I believe frugal, defence 


of American commerce. It is however, a mighty 
bulwark, which cannot be created in a day, and 


which too many wiſh ſhould never be creat- 
ed. A growing jealouſy of commercial influence | 


and intereſt muſt be corrected or ſubdued, before 
this noble object can be accompliſhed. Some- 


thing, however, might, and I truſt will, be effected 


towards it. Reſolutions are before us, for the 


. purchaſe or building of a number of ſhips, that 
may mount from twenty to thirty guns. In the 


fame degree that evidence is afforded of a ſincere 


diſpoſition to provide a naval force, any objec- 


tions to multiply reſtrictions upon the right of 


private armament will ſubſide. They will not, 
| however, be entirely removed. A part of this 
Force muſt be n. in the defence of the 


coal. 


an 
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coaſt, The reſidue, diſtributed among the larger 


ſeaports, would be occaſionally uſeful in taking 


charge of ſmall ſquadrons of merchantmen, which 


being alſo armed, might, together, diſplay a reſ- 


pectable force; but without this co-operation of 


private ſhips, any convoy that can be provided, 

Within a reaſonable time, would be inadequate 
to the protection of our various and extenſive 
commerce. 


Tus remaining reſource, and that which with 


the greateſt facility and diſpatch, can be put in ope- 


ration, is the armament of private veſſels. All ob- 


jections to this meaſure are reduced to one, the fear 


left the indiſcretion of individuals, with arms in 
their veſſels, ſhould afford to the French Republic 


a cauſe for declaring war againſt the United States. 
A diſtinftion between the juſt and unjuſt cauſes 
of war becomes important in conſidering this queſ- 


tion. To avoid all juſt cauſes of war, or even of _ 


_ offence to a foreign nation, eſpecially a nation e- 


| lated with conqueſt and aſpiring to the domina- 
tion of the world, is an indiſpenſable duty, which 


it is treaſon in a Legiſlator, or even a private citi- 
zen, to violate. No juſt cauſe of war can be in- 


ferred from an omiſſion on the part of Govern- 


ment, to reſtrain our merchantmen from arming, 
while the commanders con fine themſelves to de- 
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| fenſive aperatipns, In ſuch caſes, they keep WED : 


in the pale of the law of nations. But ſuppoſe 


| they refuſe to ſubmit to the claim of ſearch ? By 


our treaty with France, the right of ſearching for 
contraband goods behoves to be exerciſed in a 

particular mode. The veſſel requeſting the ſearch 

1s to remain out of cannon ſhot, and to ſend only 


two or three men aboard the neutral, and after 


examining her paſſport, ſhe is to be permitted to 
proceed. To this mode, the French have never 


| conformed. The decrees before quoted, and their 


numerous captures, clearly prove, that they mean 


not to conform to it, and raiſe a preſumption, 


that ſomething more than a mere ſearch is intend- 
ed in all caſes. Their treaty with us has been 
bake: and annulled. Our Captains, therefore, 
ſtand vindicated in conſidering their pretences of 
ſearch, as hoſtile aggreſhons, and in defending 
themſelves. 1 force. : 


Bur it is ſaid to be probable that the com- 


5 manders of our veſſels may ſometimes be diſpoſed 


to act offenſively againſt the veſſels of that Re- 


public. Intereſt, or the impulſe of paſſion, are 5 
the only motives that would afluate a captain to 


commence a conflict with one of their veſſels. 
Under preſent circumſtances, neither his owner 
or himſelf could find an intereſt in ſuch a rencoun- 

” | ter. 
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ter. The voyage would be delayed, the veſſel; 
cargo and crew endangered, and in the event of 


victory, he could not capture or hold the veſſel of 


his adverſary. Nor can great danger be rationally 


| apprehended from the paſſions of an officer. 


| Moſt owners will be ſolicitous to ſelect diſcreet 
and ſteady men to take charge of their veſſels, 


which to bear the expenſe of arming, will com- 
monly be of conſiderable burthen and richly la- 


den. The Captain too, will find an advantage 
in obtaining the approbation of his employer; 


he has uſually a property in ſome part of the 


cargo, and conſequently an intereſt in making his 


voyage ſafe and expeditious. If he attacks even 
with a ſuperior force, it is poſhble that he may 
be defeated, or at leaſt meet vith hard blows, 


and heavy damage; and he muſt be a ſingular 
commander, who prefers fighting, for the love of 
it merely, to a tight hull, ſound ſpars, whole rig- 
ging, and a quick paſſage; and ſtill more rare 
muſt be thoſe characters, who, by beginning an 
engagement, would expoſe themſelves to the riſk 
ol being treated as pirates, if taken either by their 


adverſaries, or by other veſſels of the ſame na- 


tion. Theſe conſiderations would have a power- 


ful operation upon the minds of moſt men, and 
if a few mad and inconſiderate perſons ſhould 


prove to be 2 their influence; the nation 
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could not be juſtly reſponſible for their conduft. A 


nation is not bound to anſwer for the crimes of 


its citizens, unleſs committed under its ſanction 
or authority. This remark is alſo an anſwer to 
the ſuggeſtion that perſons who have been natu« 
ralized in this country may fit out veſſels to grat- 


_ ify national antipathies and reſentments. It is 
perhaps a better anſwer, that ſuch caſes are not to 
be ſuppoſed. Merchants, wherever they reſide, 

| do not undertake voyages for the ſake of fighting 


a public enemey. The natives of Great Britain 


eſpecially, know that the admirals and officers of 
that nation, manage that buſineſs better than won : 


can hope to manage it. | 


Tuosz cauſes of war - may be termed unjuſt, : 


which are aſſumed as pretences to commence hoſ- 
tilities, with views to gratify the luſt of ambition 
or conqueſt. Whenever the rulers of a nation 8 


are inclined to levy war, and are in a condition 


to proſecute it with a proſpect of ſucceſs, ſo 


fertile is invention, that pretences are eaſily 


found in ſpite of all the caution and of all the 


conceſſions, Which can be uſed to avert this fa- 


tal calamity. A libel, a caricature, a pretended 
_ affront to a Miniſter or to a miſtreſs, cauſes the 


moſt trivial and contemptible, have given birth to 
cruel and deſtructive wars. While prudence and 


policy * the United States to furniſh to an 


nation 


EA. 
W 
| nation a juſt cauſs of war 3 there i is no Nel to 
Hope that the moſt timid caution and cireumſpee- 
tion will avail to reſtrain the French republie from 
proceeding to the laſt extremities againſt this coun - 
try, whenever ſhe ſhall be at leiſure for this pur- 
| poſe, and ſhall be confirmed in the belief, that 
dur internal diviſions, and blind infatuation in her 


fluavor, will enable her, if not to conquer, at leaſt 


to divide the Union. She will make no other war 
upon us but a maritime war, which, God knows, 
is bad enough at preſent ; until ſhe feels aſſured 
of that reſult, War is not the moſt effectual in- 
| firument, nor the firſt which France employs in 
the manufacture of the rights of man: Spies, e- 
miſſaries, excluſive patriots, and the honeſt but 
deluded maſs of the people, are the tools with, 
which, in other countries, ſhe carves revolutions 
out of the rough material. The Generals and ſol- 
tiers are reſerved to give the finiſhing ſtroke, the 
luaſt poliſh, but the main job is accompliſhed be- 
fore theſe are taken in hand. If our American 
' Hearts of Oak ean be fhivered and ſplintered by 
inſtruments of the firſt deſcription, War will not 
be wanting to aſſimilate it to models already before 
our eyes; but if it ſhould prove too tough and 
I tenacious for thoſe, the French will not attempt 


0 bew the block with a word, or pierce it with 
"im Bayoriet, : 


4 
8 eee ee 


a bayonet, The object, Sir, of the preſent is 
+ tory, is to divide the people from the government, 
| and ſubdivide the people from each other. Vou 
are aſſured of this by our Envoys, who have been 
ſent to that country, and whoſe patriotiſm and ſer- 
vices entitle them to full credit. You have been aſ- 
ſured of it, by their envoys uniform and repeated 
appeals to the people. You have been aſſured of 
it, by the capture and plunder of American pro- 
perty, continued and increaſing for four years; 
. and by their decrees, which expoſe our citizens to 
5 ; the penalties of piracy when preſſed into foreign 
(ſervice. But above all, you are aſſured of it, by the 
fearful fate of other countries, by the blood ſtain- 
| ed revolution of Geneva, the incorporation of 
Belgium, the ſubjugation of Holland, the diviſi- 
ons of Italy, the ſale of Venice, the commotions 
of Switzerland, and their known deſigns upon 
Louiſiana and the Floridas. Can you, Sir, ſeri- 
ouſly doubt of their hopes and expectations, that 

1 . Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia, will paſs un- 
5 | der their yoke ? That they have an eye upon a 
j Di, Apalachian, as well as upon a Trans Apala- 
chian republic? Or that when their projects are 
matured, they will not wait for us to arm our veſ- 

ſels, to N open hoſtilities? | | | 
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| bable # 


(4s) 


| bable that we may rely upon an exemption from 


| this general deluge, or that our ark will float up- 


on the ſurface until the peaceful dove returns with 


the olive branch ! Surely their conduct towards us 


does not encourage theſe hopes. By their decrees, 


| they have made pretences for condemning our 


property in the front of a plain treaty; and, faſter 
than we could conform to their capricious requi- 


_ _ they have made new decrees and new pre- 


tences. Finding, at length, with what meckneſs 


> fortitude we have ſuſtained theſe outrages, 5 


they have now abjured pretences, and made war 
upon our commerce, ſcarcely deigning to aſ- 


fign a colorable reaſon, —Do you not believe, 


Sir, that theſe decrees, which directly or indi- 
 _ affect the greater portion of our commerce, 


will be backed by others, that will ſweep off 
all that. is left ? Sir, be not deceived ; they / 
hays. already commenced the only war which 


they can proſecute againſt us with ſucceſs 1 


during the preſent poſture of affairs i in Europe. 


The only war, which they will ever attempt, 


if we remain united, But they exult in the per- 


| ſuaſion that we cannot continue ſo. They flatter 


| themſelves, that their agents, by foſtering our lo- 


cal animoſities, have completed the moſt arduous 
part of the buſineſs. Already their Geographers, 


with the ſcale and dividers, mark out, on the Map 
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( #6 ) 
of America, her future circles, departments and 
municipalities. Already their Buonapartes and 
| Bernadottes, are planning future triumphs ; bere, 
with the army of the Miſſifippi and Ohio; there, 
with the army of the Cheſapeak and Delaware.— 
Remember, Sir, ag mach leſs n have 
come to paſs. 


8 fo is for theſe reaſons, believing that the na- 
vigation and commerce of this country have a | 
claimto protection, and that a permiſſion for a pri- 
vate armament if not perfectly adequate to afford 
ſuch protection, is more efficacious than any o- 
ther, and ſuch as individuals have a natural right 
to eſtimate for themſelves: believing that this 
meaſure cannot accelerate a war by furniſhing a 

Juſt cauſe of complaint, and that nothing on our 
part will prevent a war, if the opinion becomes 


confirmed that we are a divided people I am con- 


tent to declare that in my opinion this right ſhould 
not be prohibited by law.—I repeat that I am 
Kill ready to co-operate in ſuch reſtrictions as 
may tend to remove the ſcruples and principal 
_ objeQtions of its oppoſers. I ſhould. be content 
to limit it to veſſels of a certain tonnage, to Car- | 
goes not contraband, or confifting of the property 
ol any of the powers at war, and to require bonds 
from the owners of veſſels for their conformity ta 


TO 
— 


the laws of neutrality, and it is probable that the 
right of arming will be modified by certain re- 
NONE of this nature, | 


To dees the public attention from the true 


_ it has been inſiſted that a war with | 


France will deprive us of our beſt cuſtomer. A 
© comparitive view of the exports of the United 
States to the French and Britiſh Dominions has ; 
been mentioned as a proof of this affertion.— 
There is no doubt, that France may be a good 


cuſtomer upon two conditions; when ſhe receives 


only what is lawfully carried or willingly ſold to 


Her, and when ſhe pays for what ſhe receives.— 


But no juſt inference can be adduced from the | 


compariſon between our exportstotheſe countries 
for the laſt year. Of eleven millions cleared out 


for the French dominions, not a third part conſiſt- 
ed of our own manufaQures or produce; and of 
that, a large portion. was deſtined for other mar- 
en. 


Tas principal part of theſe exports conſiſted 
of foreign produce ; the market for which varies 
from year to year. Our exports to the Britiſh do- 


minions, for the year preceding the laſt, amounted 


to twenty three millions ; to France, in the ſame 
year, to eleven millions only. In a time of peace, 
by Mr. ns s report, it appears that our 


annual 
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(a8 ) 
annual average exports to Great Britain were a- 
bove nine millions, and to France only half that 
amount. So that if this ſtandard be aſſumed, the 
reſult for a ſeries of years is not the moſt favoura- 
ble to our trade with France, and taking into view 


their ſeizures, embargoes, detentions and bankrupt- 


cies, it will be ſtill leſs lucrative. This ſubject 
would lead to a very extenſive inquiry into the 


Rate of our commercial relations, in which it would 


be eaſy to demonſtrate, that our commerce would 


not ſulfer more in time of open war than it will 
under the preſent predatory ſyſtem. This i inqui- 


ry would be ſuperfluous, for no man, of my ac- 
quaintance, is deſirous of reſorting to an offen- 
five war, and if this diſaſtrous ſtate be forced up- 
on us, we muſt prepare to meet it, and its conſe- 

ee | | 


Wins I pray God to avert this formidable 


; evil, I muſt declare my apprebenſions, that the 


league of reſentment with avarice, of ambition with 


violence, of power with fraud, which has over- 


whelmed the Republics of Europe, and holds them 
in the fetters of deſpotiſm, threatens with the ſame 
fate the liberties and independence of this country. 
It is time, Sir, for our Fellow Citizens to rouſe 
from the enchantment of miſtaken gratitude, from 


the dream of deluſive friendſhip, from the indo- 


lence . 


n 
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time for them to realize, that the violence which 95 


5 depredates their commerce will ravage their coaſts, 
and burn their towns. Their liberties were never 
in ſuch danger as at this moment. The peſti- 
lence of French politics, which walks in darkneſs, 
vill be followed by the deſtruction that waſteth 
at noon day, For this peſtilence union is the 


only antidote, Againſt this deſtruction, union is 


the only ſafe guard. It is efficacious and infalli- 
ble. Our country will yet be happy, if a ſpirit 
of union, ſuch as was manifeſted by the inhabi- 
tants of Roxbury and Milton at the dawn of our 
revolution, ſhould extend its ſacred flame through- 
out America. You, Sir, whoſe zeal was ſo conſpi 
cuous at that eventful era; your fellow townſ- 
men, whole ſacrifices and ſufferings were ſo emi- 
nent will not readily ſurrender, without an effort, 
to one nation, the liberty and independence, 

which you ſo hardly wreſted from another. Much, 
| Sir, may be effected by your example; the ſpirit 
and diſcipline of the militia may be revived ; the 
forts on the hills and iſlands in our noighberkood 
may be repaired ; and if any blind admiration of 
. the French or of their meaſures ſhould yet lurk in 
the minds of any of the inhabitants of Roxbury, 

which I will not believe to be poſſible, no perſon 


is more capable than yourſelf of demonſtrating its 
folly and its danger, | | Such, 
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Sui Sir, are my ſentiments : and though 
time and events can alone try their merits, my 
country holds the moſt ſubſtantial pledges for my 


ſincerity and ardent affection. I am embarked 


with you, and my fellow citizens, in the ſame inter- 
eſts ; I am bound to the ſame ſoil ; my domeſtic 
ties are of the ſtron geſt nature; and the competen- 
cy, on which I depend to educate my children in 
a mortal deteſtation of all foreign influence, will 
be inſtantly and deeply affected by a war. The 

only favor, Sir, that I can ſolicit from you, or from 
the Inhabitants of Roxbury, is a candid belief, 
that my endeavours to ſerve them are zealous and 


fincere; and ambitious as 1 am of their good opi- 
nion, the only mode in which I defire to ſecure 


It, is by obeying, on all oec _— the dictates ok 
my conſcience. | 


I rave the honor to be, Sir, * molt * 


dient humble ſervant, 
* N 7 OTIS. 
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